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Dear Parent:  

 

In December 2015, former President Barack Obama signed the Every Student Succeeds Act into law. 

Parents continue to have the same rights as they did under “No Child Left Behind”. 

Under ESSA, parents have a right to know the professional qualifications of their children’s teachers(s). 

This letter is to inform you of your right to ask for the following information about each of your child’s 

classroom teachers:  

▪ Whether the state of Arkansas has licensed or qualified the teacher for the grades and subjects he 

or she teaches (Note: We are also required to send a notice to parents affected if the teacher is not 

fully licensed, so if you haven’t received such notice, your child’s teacher(s) is/are fully licensed.)  

▪ Whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency permit or other provisional status through 

which state licensing criteria have been waived.  

▪ The teacher’s college major, whether the teacher has any advanced degrees, and, if so, the subject 

of the degrees.  

▪ If any time your student has been taught for four (4) or more consecutive weeks by a teacher(s) 

that is not highly qualified, then you will be notified by the school.  

 

You also have the right to request information regarding the qualifications of the paraprofessional(s) 

assisting your child’s teacher(s).  If your child is receiving Title I, Part A services from a paraprofessional, 

then our district or school is able to provide you with the following information:  

1. Whether the paraprofessional has completed at least two years of study at an institution of higher 

education.  

2. Whether the paraprofessional has completed an associate’s degree (or higher).  

3. Whether the paraprofessional has met a rigorous standard of quality through our state’s 

certification procedure for determining the quality of paraprofessional staff.  

4. Whether the paraprofessional has:  (a) the knowledge of and ability to assist in instructing reading, 

writing, and mathematics or (b) the knowledge of and the ability to assist in learning activities, 

such as homework, reading readiness, writing, mathematics, and other support as appropriate.  

 

If you would like to receive specific information about your child’s teacher or paraprofessional, please 

visit our office at 500 West Walnut Street to fill out a Parent Request Form. A response will be mailed to 

you within ten working days from the date of the request. Our office is open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Monday through Friday.  

Our district is fully committed to the success of your child. We appreciate your partnership in our efforts.  

 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Roger Hill 

Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

 

 


